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In recent times, the study of France has been changing. Globalisation, Europeanisation, and
interdependence have meant that it is less easy to see developments in contemporary France
in a purely national context. External factors have intruded on the French political system. In
the academic context the trend towards large-scale collaboration in comparative projects has
meant an increasing opportunity for bringing France into the mainstream of academic research.
Long considered to be an exceptional case, recent scholarship in political science has tended to
emphasize the points of comparison between France and other polities. In short, the context of
French politics is changing and the study of French politics is changing.
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