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Do housing booms matter in the world 
economy? Comparative and 
international political economy largely 
ignored residential property until the 
recent sub-prime crisis. This Special 
Issue, edited by Herman M. Schwartz 
and Leonard Seabrooke, remedies this 
by subjecting property politics to 
comparative and international analysis. 
The authors consider ‘The Political Cost 
of Property Booms’ in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Russia, as well as 
Australasia and Scandinavia. In each 
case local property politics raises 
questions about welfare distribution, 
intergenerational equity, international 
investment, and tendencies toward 
political conservatism.  
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