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the millennium development goals

In September 2000, Heads of State at the
Millennium Summit agreed eight targets, the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which
have been commonly accepted (rightly or
wrongly) as a framework for measuring
development progress over the next 15 years.

This issue of Development contains a series of
important and timely articles on the MDGs from
those who are integral to the process, within and
outside the UN. Together they raise many
questions as to the likelihood of achieving the
goals by 2015, the political commitment inherent
in the MDGs and whether global poverty really
can be halved given the many forces at play in
today’s complex world.
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