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peacebuilding through justice

This issue of Development on peacebuilding through 
justice is timed to be published when the United Nations 
Millennium Summit is held in New York, September 2005.  
It is difficult to predict the outcome of the Summit, but like 
the debate over the Millennium Development Goals, many 
within the international system are fearing that this Summit 
is one of the last moments to defend the multilateral 
development agenda and the role of the UN in peacekeeping.

Development 48.3 explores how the security agenda is 
intertwined with the development agenda. They are not  
only two pillars of the multilateral system, along with human 
rights, but those working on development and peacebuilding 
share a sense of growing pessimism and mistrust in 
transnational institutions being able to deliver. 

The articles are written by those involved in conflicts and in 
the politics of post-conflict reconstruction in regions of the 
global south as well as in the East and Middle East. They raise 
many of the issues familiar to Development readers. Given 
the concerns to be raised at the Millennium Summit it is 
critical that the links between the poverty trap and what the 
World Bank in 1997 labeled the ‘conflict trap’ are explored. 
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