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Pushed by the women’s movements around the world, the 
International Conference on Population and Development's  
Programme of Action agreed to in Cairo September 1994 was 
something of a pinnacle in putting sexual and reproductive 
health and rights on the development agenda. Now, eleven 
years later, despite attempts to put the Cairo promises into 
action, the cracks in the Cairo consensus are appearing with 
deliberate attempts to squash an open democratic debate 
on the deeper implications of the sexual and reproductive 
health and rights agenda.

Development 48.4 sets out to signal where work needs to 
be done to shore up the cracks, to maintain gains and where 
to be on our guard. A particular focus is on the rights based 
agenda and the links between sexual and reproductive health 
and rights of women and macro-economic policies.

The strong message of the journal is that stakes are even 
higher now for women and health activists to fight against 
the strong neo-liberal and neo-conservative agendas. There is 
an urgent need to keep sexual health and rights at the core 
of progressive, socially just human development.
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