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This edition of Development challenges the dominant approach to natural resource conflict promoted by the World 
Bank Group together with some of the prominent, mostly Northern based environmental NGOs. Their hegemonic 
approach to environment, natural resource management and sustainable development is one that focuses on the 
need for economic growth while preserving the environment, often leaving out the livelihoods and rights of the 
communities that live in the environments.

The authors in this journal issue leave little doubt as to who benefits from the oil wells, gold and diamonds deposits 
or the use of land, fisheries, water and forests. It is rarely the communities who live there. The articles explain clearly 
the political and economic context of the conflicts, and in so doing break down the idea that conflict over natural 
resources is somehow separate from the larger macro economic, military and political forces. It is in plundering the 
wealth that comes from these communities’ resources that the rich lives of the North and of the elite in the South  
are built, at the expense of the dignity, livelihoods and well-being of the majority of the world’s people. 

Many of the articles show how local communities have to fight against not only the companies seeking to plunder 
their land, livelihoods, culture and habitat but also to work against a judicial system that, far from defending their 
rights, makes laws in order to take community rights away. At the root of the conflicts are profound economic and 
social inequalities, and what many, including writers in the journal have termed the violence of development.



Development  49.3 
conflict over natural resources

order form
® �Yes! Please send me __________ copies of Development 49.3 at £12.00/US$21.00 per copy.

Note: 
Discounts will apply to orders of more than 25 copies.  
Please contact Christine Long at Palgrave Macmillan for details.

Total Amount Payable ___________________

Data Protection at Palgrave Macmillan:
If you are happy to receive details of similar Palgrave journals or books please tick here ®
If you are happy to receive such information by email please tick here ®
If you would like to be removed from the Palgrave Macmillan mailing list please email your full name and address to: optout@palgrave.com

HOW TO ORDER
Christine Long, Palgrave Macmillan, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 6XS, United Kingdom

Telephone: +44 (0)1256 302971 • Fax: +44 (0)1256 353774  
Email: c.long@palgrave.com

Development explores the cutting edge issues of human-centred development, livelihoods, gender  
and social justice. It features diverse perspectives from civil society, development researchers,  
policymakers and community organizations. For £30 / US$46 you can take out an annual  
subscription to the journal and receive it on a regular basis in print AND online!

® �Please send me further information on subscribing to the journal Development

SID Membership includes a subscription to Development  
(membership fees range from €5 to €20). See www.sidint.org for details.

PAYMENT
® �I enclose cheque made payable to Palgrave Macmillan

® �Please bill my credit card       ®  VISA       ®  Amex       ®  Mastercard       ®  Diners Club

CARD NO. 		  EXPIRY DATE

SIGNATURE

CARD HOLDER NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

Please enter full address details (BLOCK CAPITALS)

NAME

ADDRESS

 

		  POSTCODE

TELEPHONE 		  EMAIL  


