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‘Democracy remains the foundation of human freedom, human security and even human 
survival in the 21st century. But if this is to continue to be true, these new challenges require 
a new response: to strengthen the principles and values of democracy and make them newly 
relevant, so that they may engage with the changes taking place across the world.’

Development 50.1 puts into context questions of democracy and democratization as 
something more than just a procedure of votes but rather as something deeply connected 
with the values of social justice, gender equity and equality. It highlights some of the 
problems associated with conventional approaches to democratization, and gives insights 
into a number of alternative workings of democracy in theory and practice. 

The main focus of this issue is on the disappointments of new democracies and the 
struggles of civil society working to transform processes of democratic innovation in local 
forms of democracy found in social movements and citizenship organizations.
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