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Special feature: 
Interview with Juan Velasquez, President of “Juntos por los Andes” the first
Italo-Andean Solidarity Fund created in 2006 in support of migrants’
communities in the Andean countries (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru).
To read the interview and learn more about the programme, please visit 
http://www.sidint.org/journal.php
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There are four clear messages of this issue of Development on migration. The first message is that movements 
of people are an integral feature of globalization. The nexus between migration and development therefore 
needs to be viewed through the complex lens of globalization, market demand and the insecurity of the 
national state. The second message is that development pathways in many countries have failed, people are 
leaving to survive, find work and new lives across borders. We cannot discount these realities of over 200 
million people. A third message is that we need to understand how the world is being transformed by migration 
and at the core of these transformations have been shifts in gender relations. Culturally and socially migration 
is changing gender relations wherever we are living. The fourth message of the journal is that none of the issues 
migration raises for development are easy or some how solvable by sound economics or good governance or 
social policy.

As these articles show, we are in a world that is more and more interconnected with vast numbers of people, 
information and goods on the move. We struggle with the realities of difference and the 'other' in our own 
lives, whether we are migrants or tourists, cybersurfers or newspaper readers, workers or consumers, and the 
layers in between, all of us live far more global lives. 

The economic and social factors that are leading to 200 million migrants in search for another life are linked 
to the wider structures and policies that are also determining development policies. They are inextricably 
linked through the workings of the global market and through the continued question of what living in this 
transnational world means for our sense of citizenship, community, belonging and home.
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