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This Special Issue celebrates Development's 50 years of publishing some of the best activist research 
debates on crucial issues affecting communities, societies and environments worldwide.

From different angles, Development has looked critically at how to connect development policy 
and research with peoples' realities on the ground. As well as charting the course of mainstream 
development, the journal has given space to alternative thinking and practice. Over the last 50 years 
Development has highlighted development policy that has worked with critical vision and resolve 
on human development, questioning the wisdom of a narrow focus on economic growth. It has  
also tried to underscore the problem of the increase in poverty, gender-based violence and social 
and economic insecurities, environmental loss and the degradation of cultures. 

To be launched at the 50th Anniversary SID Congress in The Hague on July 5th 2007, this Special 
Issue of Development reflects on the past and future of development, engaging authors and readers 
in a multigenerational dialogue on how to move forward. 

"Development has tried to expose the power dynamics that determine injustices. It is through the 
power of ideas that we help to understand how we and others are part of this relentlessly complex 
web of injustices that demand unravelling. It is in this collective process of unravelling that we can 
bring about change and create new social orders based on the inspiring visions that this journals will 
continue to celebrate." Wendy Harcourt, Editor, Development 
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